
Praying for the World is a free weekly prayer guide to inspire and 
inform the whole church to pray for the whole world. Visit
www.lausanne.org/pray to start any week. Created through the 
partnership of Operation World and the Lausanne Movement.

For hundreds of years, the Church has 
worked hard at translating, publish-
ing and distributing the Bible. It has 

been extremely successful. Only around 250 
million people today are still waiting for Bi-
ble translation to begin in the language they 
know best.

But all this is just groundwork for the main 
task: seeing the nations become disciples 
of Christ through engaging with the Bible - 
starting with those of us who already claim 
to follow Jesus. 

Technology provides more tools for Biblical 
engagement, as well as many more ways to 
distract ourselves. Digital Biblical resources 
(audio Bibles, Bible study apps, videos drama-
tizing Biblical content) are a great blessing, 
especially in contexts where Bibles are hard 
to acquire, where literacy is low, or where it 
is a security risk to have a hard copy of the 
Bible.

Bible engagement is a challenge that reaches 
into every church, and into all the world. 

 Pray for all those who work in the gap 
between the Bible and the world:
• Bible teachers, both among children 
and adults
• All who present Bible truth through 
music, art, dance, drama, fiction and 
other forms of storytelling and learning.
• Scholars, critics and commentators
• Writers, publishers and booksellers
• App designers and programmers

 Pray for a greater presence of the 
Bible in public life - especially in schools 
- and in private life through a deeper 
study of the Word of God.

 Pray for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit so that there is a hunger for the 
Bible in every part of the world.
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SYRIA

Anti-government protests in 2011 led to a bloody civil war in this Middle Eastern nation. 
Syria was home to 22 million people when the war started. More than half had to leave 
their homes because of war. The men were the first to flee the country, and those left in 

Syria are more often the women, the elderly, the vulnerable and the disabled. 

In the past eight years Syrians have lost their peace, prosperity, security, homes, marriages, jobs, 
family life and children. Half a million Syrians died because of the civil war. Almost every family 
has lost someone dear to them. 

Half the two million-strong Christian community has left Syria. The Christian population had 
been declining for many years; war accelerated the exodus. 

Many Christian groups and churches are offering help to refugees, especially in Lebanon, Ger-
many and Sweden. This is less common in Turkey, where four million Syrians are camped. Syri-
ans are responding to the gospel, both within the country and among the refugees.

Today, the government has recovered most of the territory it had lost. Syria’s minority groups, 
including the Christians, are being rehoused while the majority Sunnis are neglected. 

 Pray for protection for the Syrian Church from all that opposes it, and also from the 
temptations to use political favour to its advantage.

 Pray for a good government in Syria. Pray for justice, forgiveness and reconciliation – 
impossible though they may seem.

 Pray for the godly remnant in Syria, and Christians overseas, to lay a foundation of good 
teaching in the lives of the Syrians who are turning to Jesus.

 Pray for healing for a level of trauma that overwhelms all human-organized attempts at 
counselling.


